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July 1925: John T. Scopes, 
of Dayton, Tennessee, 
agreed to be a guinea 
pig to test the state’s 
Butler Act that prohibits 
the teaching of any 
theory of origins that 




candidate, and  
fundamentalist, William 
Jennings Bryan
For the Defense: 
America’s best known 
defense attorney and 
agnostic, Clarence Darrow

Does human descent 
from non-human 
ancestors undermine 
moral and religious 
values?
In 1922, Bryan attacked Darwinism 
in the New York Times as mere 
guess work and as damaging to 
Christian values.
The famed modernist Baptist 
preacher, Harry Emerson Fosdick 
wrote the response to Bryan.
Bryan was an important voice 
calling for Fosdick’s removal from 
a Presbyterian pulpit. Over protests 
from the congregation, Fosdick 
stepped down.
W. A. Brandenburg 
(pictured here), 
president of the 
Kansas State Teacher’s 
College, was a close 












John Scott, Assistant Professor of History, 
came to K.S.T.C. in 1923. 
He was a popular and innovative teacher 
who encouraged role playing in his classes.
His Civic’s class decided to hold a “mock 
monkey trial” downtown in the courthouse.  
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Scott was relieved 
of the class and 
Dean Trout took his
place. 
Students expressed









Emanuel and Anna                         Stilwell Hotel where Darrow
Haldeman-Julius with Clarence           answered questions from the





Darrow and Bryan in Dayton
Spencer Tracy and Frederick   
Marsh in “Inherit the Wind”






on 6th Street in
Pittsburg, Kansas
Thanks to the late Gene DeGruson for first alerting 
me to the Scott case and to Randy Roberts and 
Janette Mauk for help in finding sources for this 
talk.
